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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

JETHRO PUGH, JR.,
ROGER BROWN, KAY BROWN,
JAMES GRABOWSKI,

KATHLEEN GRABOWSKI, CHARLIE WATERS

ROSIE WATERS, LUTHER BROUGHTON,
KURT GOUVEIA, JULIE ANN GOUVEIA,
MIKE HORAN, KIM HORAN,

RONALD LOU, LING T. NGO LOU,

JON ARNETT, JANE ARNETT,

KURT BECKER, GLORIA BECKER,
DON BEEBE, DIANA BEEBE,

VAUGHN BROADNAX,

JOSEPHINE BROADNAX,

EDWARD BROWN, CYNTHIA BROWN,
RANDALL WILLIAM BURKE,

AMY MARIE BURKE, ANTHONY CLINE, SR.,

MARVIN COBB, MARCUS COTTON,
RUSSELL DAVIS, BRENDA DIANE DAVIS,
ANTHONY DICKERSON,

KIRK DODGE, TY DOUTHARD,

IRVIN EATMAN, MAUREEN EATMAN,
KENNETH ELLIS, JOYCE ELLIS,

AUSTIN GONSOULIN, NICKIE GONSOULIN,

DARRYL GRANT, THERESA GRANT,
JESSIE GREEN, EDGAR HENKE,
ROCELLE HENKE, MITCHELL JOHNSON,
JANE FOX-JOHNSON, RANDALL KIRK,
JOSEPH J. KRAKOSKI, RALPH KUREK,
CONNIE KUREK, LE-L.O LANG,
MONICA LANG, GREGORY LARSON,
JOSEPINE LARSON, BILL LEWIS,

D.D. LEWIS, DIANE WALTERS LEWIS,
LARRY LINNE, DEBORAH LINNE,
GREG LLOYD, STEPHANIE LLOYD,
TIM MANOA, DEVIRCE MANOA,
ANTHONY MARTIN, KATHY MARTIN,
GEORGE MCCULLOUGH, JR.,

ROLAND MCDOLE, ANTOINETTE MCDOLE,

DON MCNEAL, RHONDA MCNEAL,
BRETT MILLER, EZEKIEL MOORE, JR.,
CAROLYN MOORE, DAVE OSBORN,

CIVIL ACTION NO:

COMPLAINT

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
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BEVERLY OSBORN, FRANK PARKER,
CARLA PARKER, BRENT PARKINSON,
KIMBERLY PARKINSON,

RALPH PERRETTA, JOANNE PERRETTA,
CRAIG POWELL, CHRISTINE POWELL,
JOE PROFIT, WANDA PROFIT,

ERVIN RANDLE, BRIDGET RANDLE,
BUCKY RICHARDSON,

TRACEY RICHARDSON,

PAUL ROCHESTER, NANCY ROCHESTER,
DICK SCHAFRATH,

JUDITH RUSH, KEN SCHROY,

SUSAN SCHROY, ANDREW SELFRIDGE,
TIMOTHY SHERWIN, JANNICE SHERWIN,
DAVE SMITH, KATRINA WELCH-SMITH,
IRVIN SMITH, JAMES SUMMERS,

DIANE SCOTT SUMMERS, CHUCK THOMAS,
THOMAS TOTH, GAIL TOTH,

BILLY VAN HEUSEN, JAMES WILLIAMS,
MITCH WILLIS, CARI WILLIS,

EDDIE WILSON, NANCY WILSON

PLAINTIFES,
V.
NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE,

NFL PROPERTIES LLC, and
JOHN DOES 1 through 100, inclusive,

DEFENDANTS.

COMPLAINT

The Plaintiffs set forth above in the case caption bring this Complaint and state as
follows:
1. This action seeks a declaration of liability, injunctive relief, and financial

compensation for the long-term chronic injuries, financial losses, expenses, and intangible losses
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suffered by the Plaintiffs and their spouses as a result of the defendants’ intentional tortious
misconduct (by voluntary undertaking), negligence, fraud, and conspiracy.

2. This action arises from the pathological and debilitating effects of head
injuries and concussions that have afflicted present and former professional football players in
the National Football League (the “NFL”). For many decades, evidence has linked repetitive -
traumatic brain injury to long-term neurological problems in many sports. The NFL, as the
organizer, marketer, and face of the most popular sport in the United States, in which head
trauma is a regular occurrence, was aware of the evidence and the risks associated with
repetitive traumatic brain injuries and concussions for decades, but deliberately ignored and
actively concealed the information from the Plaintiffs and all others who participated in
organized football at all levels.

3. Moreover, in or around 1994 and possibly earlier, the NFL voluntarily
inserted itself into the scientific research and discussion concerning the relationship between
concussions and short-term and long-term impairment of the brain. After doing so, the NFL
then intentionally and fraudulently mislead present and former players, and all people who
reasonably rely upon the NFL’s expertise about its own sport, regarding the short-term and
long-term risks posed by concussions and head trauma.

4. Rather than warn players that they risked permanent brain injury if they
returned to play too soon after sustaining a concussion, the NFL actively deceived players, by
misrepresenting to them that concussions did not present serious, life-altering risks.

5. The NFL, through its own initiative and voluntary undertaking, created
the Mild Traumatic Brain Injury Committee (the “MTBI Committee™) in 1994 to research and

ameliorate the impact of concussions on NFL players. Notwithstanding this purported
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purpose, and despite clear medical evidence that on-field concussions led directly to brain
injuries with tragic results for players at every level of the sport, the NFL failed to inform its
current and former players of the true risks associated with such head trauma and purposefully
misrepresented and/or concealed medical evidence on that issue.

6. Athletes who suffered repetitive traumatic brain injuries and/or
concussion in other professional sports were restricted from playing full games or even
seasons, yet NFL players who had similar trauma were regularly returned to play.

7. The NFL’s active and purposeful concealment and misrepresentation of
the severe neurological risks of repetitive traumatic brain injury exposéd players to dangers
they could have avoided had the NFL provided them with truthful and accurate information.
Many of these players have suffered brain damage and latent neurodegenerative disorders and
diseases as a result of the NFL’s acts and/or omissions.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

8. This Court has original jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332(a)(1) and
(b) and 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(11). All of the plaintiffs and all of the defendants are citizens of
different states. The amount in controversy exceeds $75,000, exclusive of interest and costs, for
each Plaintiff. The amount in controversy for all Plaintiffs in this mass action exceeds five million
dollars ($5,000,000) exclusive of interest and costs. This matter can be tried jointly in that the
Plaintiffs claims involve common questions of law and fact.

0. This Court has personal jurisdiction over the Defendants because they
conduct substantial and continuous business in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

10. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(a)(2) and (b)(2),

because a substantial part of the events or omissions that give rise to the claims occurred within the
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and this district, and the Defendants conduct a substantial part of
their business within this district.
PARTIES

11.  Plaintiff Jethro Pugh, Jr. is 67 years old and a former NFL defensive lineman
who resides in Dallas, Texas. Mr. Pugh played in the NFL from 1965 through 1978 for the Dallas
Cowboys. During his NFL career, Mr. Pugh sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head
ar;d/or concussions on multiple occasions. Currently, Mr. Pugh suffers from various neurological
conditions and symptoms related to the multiple head traumas.

12.  Plaintiff Roger Brown is 74 years old and a former NFL defensive tackle
who resides with his wife Kay Brown in Portsmouth, Virginia. Mr. Brown played in the NFL
from 1960 through 1969 for the Detroit Lions and Los Angeles Rams. During his NFL career,
Mr. Brown sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple
occasions. Currently, Mr. Brown suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms
related to the multiple head traumas.

13. Plaintiff James Grabowski is 67 years old and a former NFL fullback who
resides with his wife Kathleen Grabowski in Inverness, [llinois. Mr. Grabowski played in the NFL
from 1966 through 1972 for the Green Bay Packers and Chicago Bears. During his NFL career, Mr.
Grabowski sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple
occasions. Currently, Mr. Grabowski suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms
related to the multiple head traumas.

14. Plaintiff Charlie Waters is 63 years old and a former NFL defensive back
who resides with his wife Rosie Waters in Dallas, Texas. Mr. Waters played in the NFL from 1970

through 1982 for the Dallas Cowboys. During his NFL career, Mr. Waters sustained repetitive
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traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple occasions. Currently, Mr. Waters
suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms related to the multiple head traumas.

15.  Plaintiff Luther Broughton is 37 years old and a former NFL tight end
who resides in Charlotte, North Carolina. Mr. Broughton played in the NFL from 1997 through
2001 for the Philadelphia Eagles and Carolina Panthers. During his NFL career, Mr. Broughton
sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple occasions.
Currently, Mr. Broughton suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms related to
the multiple head traumas.

16. Plaintiff Kurt Gouveia is 47 years old and a former NFL linebacker who
resides with his wife Julie Ann Gouveia in Mooresville, North Carolina. Mr. Gouveia played in the
NFL from 1986 through 1998 for the Washington Redskins, Philadelphia Eagles, and San Diego
Chargers. During his NFL career, Mr. Gouveia sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head
and/or concussions on multiple occasions. Currently, Mr. Gouveia suffers from various neurological
conditions and symptoms related to the multiple head traumas.

17.  Plaintiff Mike Horan is 53 years old and a former NFL punter who resides
with his wife Kim Horan in Orange, California. Mr. Horan played in the NFL from 1984 through
1999 for the Philadelphia Eagles, Denver Broncos, New York Giants, St. Louis Rams, and Chicago
Bears. During his NFL career, Mr. Horan sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or
concussions on multiple occasions. Currently, Mr. Horan suffers from various neurological
conditions and symptoms related to the multiple head traumas.

18.  Plaintiff Ronald Lou is 60 years old and a former NFL center and special
teams player who resides with his wife Ling T. Ngo Lou in Chandler, Arizona. Mr. Lou played in

the NFL from 1973 through 1976 for the Houston Oilers and Philadelphia Eagles. During his NFL
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career, Mr. Lou sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple
occasions. Currently, Mr. Lou suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms related to
the multiple head traumas.

19. Plaintiff Jon Arnett is 76 years old and a former NFL running back who
resides with his wife Jane Arnett in Lake Oswego, Oregon. Mr. Amett played in the NFL from 1957
through 1966 for the Los Angeles Rams and Chicago Bears. During his NFL career, Mr. Arnett
sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple occasions.
Currently, Mr. Arnett suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms related to the
multiple head traumas.

20. Plaintiff Kurt Becker is 53 years old and a former NFL offensive lineman
who resides with his wife Gloria Becker in Big Rock, Illinois. Mr. Becker played in the NFL
from 1981 through 1991 for the Chicago Bears and Los Angeles Rams. During his NFL career,
Mr. Becker sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple
occasions. Currently, Mr. Becker suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms
related to the multiple head traumas.

21. Plaintiff Don Beebe is 47 years old and a former NFL wide receiver who
resides with his wife Diana Beebe in Aurora, [llinois. Mr. Beebe played in the NFL from 1989
through 1997 for the Buffalo Bills, Carolina Panthers, and Green Bay Packers. During his NFL
career, Mr. Beebe sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on
multiple occasions. Currently, Mr. Beebe suffers from various neurological conditions and
symptoms related to the multiple head traumas.

22.  Plaintiff Vaughn Broadnax is 49 years old and a former NFL fullback who

resides with his wife Josephine Broadnax in Carmel, Indiana. Mr. Broadnax played in the NFL
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in 1984 for the‘Tampa Bay Buccaneers. During his NFL career, Mr. Broadnax sustained
repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple occasions. Currently,
Mr. Broadnax suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms related to the multiple
head traumas.

23. Plaintiff Edward Brown is 49 years old and a former NFL wide receiver
who resides with his wife Cynthia Brown in Miami, Florida. Mr. Brown played in the NFL from
1985 through 1993 for the Cincinnati Bengals. During his NFL career, Mr. Brown sustained
repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple occasions. Currently,
Mzr. Brown suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms related to the multiple
head traumas.

24. Plaintiff Randall William Burke is 56 years old and a former NFL wide
receiver and special teams player who resides with his wife Amy Marie Burke in Lexington,
Kentucky. Mr. Burke played in the NFL from 1977 through 1981 for the Baltimore Colts.
During his NFL career, Mr. Burke sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or
concussions on multiple occasions. Currently, Mr. Burke suffers from various neurological
conditions and symptoms related to the multiple head traumas.

25. Plaintiff Anthony Cline, Sr. is 63 years old and a former NFL defensive
end and linebacker who resides in Kingsland, Georgia. Mr. Cline played in the NFL from 1970
through 1978 for the Oakland Raiders and San Francisco 49ers. During his NFL career, Mr.
Cline sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple
occasions. Currently, Mr. Cline suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms

related to the multiple head traumas.
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26.  Plaintiff Marvin Cobb is 58 years old and a former NFL cornerback, free
safety and strong safety who resides in Cincinnati, Ohio. Mr. Cobb played in the NF L from
1975 through 1980 for the Cincinnati Bengals, Pittsburgh Steelers, and Minnesota Vikings.
During his NFL career, Mr. Cobb sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or
concussions on multiple occasions. Currently, Mr. Cobb suffers from various neurological
conditions and symptoms related to the multiple head traumas.

27.  Plaintiff Marcus Cotton is 45 years old and a former NFL outside
linebacker who resides in Sacramento, California. Mr. Cotton played in the NFL from 1988
through 1992 for the Atlanta Falcons, Cleveland Browns, and Seattle Seahawks. During his
NFL career, Mr. Cotton sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on
multiple occasions. Currently, Mr. Cotton suffers from various neurological conditions and
symptoms related to the multiple head traumas.

28.  Plaintiff Russell Davis is 55 years old and a former NFL fullback who
resides with his wife Brenda Diane Davis in Jackson, Michigan. Mr. Davis played in the NFL
from 1979 through 1984 for the Pittsburgh Steelers. During his NFL career, Mr. Davis sustained
repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple occasions. Currently,
Mr. Davis suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms related to the multiple
head traumas.

29.  Plaintiff Anthony Dickerson is 54 years old and a former NFL outside
linebacker and special teams player who resides in Pearland, Texas. Mr. Dickerson played in the
NFL from 1980 through 1986 for the Dallas Cowboys and Buffalo Bills. During his NFL career,

Mr. Dickerson sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple
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occasions. Currently, Mr. Dickerson suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms
related to the multiple head traumas.

30. Plaintiff Kirk Dodge is 49 years old and a former NFL middle linebacker
and special teams player who resides in Aliso Viejo, California. Mr. Dodge played in the NFL
from 1984 through 1987 for the Detroit Lions, Houston Oilers, and Denver Broncos. During his
NFL career, Mr. Dodge sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on

multiple occasions. Currently, Mr. Dodge suffers from various neurological conditions and

symptoms related to the multiple head traumas.

31. Plaintiff Ty Douthard is 38 years old and a former NFL running back and
special teams player who resides in Tampa, Florida. Mr. Douthard played in the NFL from 1997

through 1998 for the Cincinnati Bengals. During his NFL career, Mr. Douthard sustained

repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple occasions. Currently,
Mr. Douthard suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms related to the multiple

head traumas.

32. Plaintiff Irvin Eatman is 51 years old and a former NFL offensive tackle
who resides with his wife Maureen Eatman in San Antonio, Texas. Mr. Eatman played in the
NFL from 1986 through 1997 for the Kansas City Chiefs, New York Jets, Los Angeles Rams,
Atlanta Falcons, Houston Oilers, and Tennessee Oilers. During his NFL career, Mr. Eatman

sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple occasions.

Currently, Mr. Eatman suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms related to the

multiple head traumas.

33. Plaintiff Kenneth Ellis is 64 years old and a former NFL defensive back who

resides with his wife Joyce Ellis in Baker, Louisiana. Mr. Ellis played in the NFL from 1970 through

10
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1979 for the Green Bay Packers, Houston Oilers, Miami Dolphins, Cleveland Browns, Detroit Lions,
and Los Angeles Rams. During his NFL career, Mr. Ellis sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to
his head and/or concussions on multiple occasions. Currently, Mr. Ellis suffers from various
neurological conditions and symptoms related to the multiple head traumas.

34. Plaintiff Austin Gonsoulin is 73 years old and a former NFL safety who
resides with his wife Nickie Gonsoulin in Beaumont, Texas. Mr. Gonsoulin played in the NFL from
1960 through 1967 for the Denver Broncos and San Francisco 49ers. During his NFL career, Mr.
Gonsoulin sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple
occasions. Currently, Mr. Gonsoulin suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms
related to the multiple head traumas.

35. Plaintiff Darryl Grant is 52 years old and a former NFL defensive tackle who
resides with his wife Theresa Grant in Centreville, Virginia. Mr. Grant played in the NFL from 1981
through 1990 for the Washington Redskins. During his NFL career, Mr. Grant sustained repetitive
traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple occasions. Currently, Mr. Grant suffers
from various neurological conditions and symptoms related to the multiple head traumas.

36. Plaintiff Jessie Green is 58 years old and a former NFL wide receiver and
special teams player who resides in Mt. Pleasant, Texas. Mr. Green played in the NFL from 1976
through 1980 for the Green Bay Packers and Seattle Seahawks. During his NFL career, Mr. Green

sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple occasions.

Currently, Mr. Green suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms related to the
multiple head traumas.

37. Plaintift Edgar Henke is 84 years old and a former NFL middle linebacker,

inside linebacker, guard, tackle, defensive end, and special teams player who resides with his wife
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Rocelle Henke in Auburn, California. Mr. Henke played in the NFL from 1951 through 1952 and
1956 through 1963 for the San Francisco 49ers and St. Louis Cardinals. During his NFL career, Mr.
Henke sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple occasions.
Currently, Mr. Henke suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms related to the
multiple head traumas.

38. Plaintiff Mitchell Johnson is 70 years old and a former NFL offensive tackle
who resides with his wife Jane Fox-Johnson in Washington, District of Columbia. Mr. Johnson
played in the NFL from 1965 through 1972 for the Dallas Cowboys, Washington Redskins, Los
Angeles Rams, and Cleveland Browns. During his NFL career, Mr. Johnson sustained repetitive
traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple occasions. Currently, Mr. Johnson
suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms related to the multiple head traumas.

39. Plaintiff Randall Kirk is 67 years old and a former NFL linebacker and
special teams player who resides in Morgan Hill, California. Mr. Kirk played in the NFL from 1987
through 1999 for the New York Giants, San Diego Chargers, Phoenix Cardinals, Washington
Redskins, Cleveland Browns, Cincinnati Bengals, Arizona Cardinals, and San Francisco 49ers.
During his NFL career, Mr. Kirk sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or
concussions on multiple occasions. Currently, Mr. Kirk suffers from various neurological conditions
and symptoms related to the multiple head traumas.

40.  Plaintiff Joseph J. Krakoski is 49 years old and a former NFL linebacker and
special teams player who resides in Reston, Virginia. Mr. Krakoski played in the NFL from 1985
through 1986 for the Houston Oilers and Washington Redskins. During his NFL career, Mr.

Krakoski sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple
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occasions. Currently, Mr. Krakoski suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms
related to the multiple head traumas.

41. Plaintiff Ralph Kurek is 68 years old and a former NFL running back and
special teams player who resides with his wife Connie Kurek in South Royalton, Vermont. Mr.
Kurek played in the NFL from 1965 through 1970 for the Chicago Bears. During his NFL career,
Mr. Kurek sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple
occasions. Currently, Mr. Kurek suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms related
to the multiple head traumas.

42.  Plaintiff Le-Lo Lang is 45 years old and a former NFL cornerback who
resides with his wife Monica Lang in Aurora, Colorado. Mr. Lang played in the NFL from 1990
through 1995 for the Denver Broncos and Seattle Seahawks. During his NFL career, Mr. Lang
sustained repetitive traumatic impacts to his head and/or concussions on multiple occasions.
Currently, Mr. Lang suffers from various neurological conditions and symptoms related to the
multiple head traumas.

43, Plaintiff Gregory Larson is 72 years old and a former NFL tackle, guard and
center who resides with his wife J osepiné Larson in Nisswa, Minnesota. Mr. Larson played in the
NFL from 1961 through 1973 for the New York Giants. During his NFL career, Mr. Larson
sustained repetitive